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Dr. Mark D. Berry 

District Superintendent’s Report 

May 1, 2008 

 

Delegates and friends of the 26th District Assembly of the Alabama South District Church of 
the Nazarene: Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who, according to Daniel 6:27, 
“…rescues and He saves; He performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth.” 
We gather here today, not out of the sake of fellowship or in regard to yearly routine, but in 
celebration of our risen Lord. This assembly is little about us and all about a God who sent 
His only Son to save and sanctify. This is not a superintendent’s report, what I share is a 
servant’s report. As I articulate my report today, I am the first to acknowledge that if there 
are any accomplishments this year it was because of the heavenly Father.  

 
The story is told of a young man who was killed in a tragic accident. His heart was donated 
to someone in need of a good heart. The mother met with the recipient after the surgery and 
listened to the heart beat and said, “That is the heartbeat of my child that I hear.” As you hear 
my report and our district pastors’ reports, I want you to hear the heartbeat of God in their 
lives and churches. Hear the life blood of Christ racing through the ministry veins of each 
pastor and attend to God’s voice proclaiming power over the evil one. We are here today to 
tear down strongholds in our lives and churches and to proclaim the power of the living Holy 
Spirit that enables us to accomplish the goals we have had this past year in the Year of One. 

 
Greetings and Words of Appreciation 

 

God has blessed our church with great leaders who celebrate with us today. I know you will 
want to join me in extending a special welcome to our presiding General Superintendent, Dr. 
J. K. Warrick. Furthermore, it is an honor to have with us, Dr. Dan Boone, president of 
Trevecca Nazarene University. Here with us today is my predecessor, Dr. J. Roy Fuller. Dr. 
& Mrs. Fuller, we welcome you to your first pew-sitting assembly in 39 years. Thank you, 
Dr. Fuller for your support and prayers this past year. We are also pleased to have Rev. 
Heather Daugherty from TNU Church Relations. Lastly, to Pastor Carl Reed, the staff and 
laypersons of Millbrook Church of the Nazarene: Thank you for your warm welcome and 
genuine hospitality! 

 
Today, as we celebrate the Year of One, my heartfelt thanks go out to individuals who have 
played key roles in district leadership:  First, thanks goes to my wife who has served as 
administrative assistant to me in this new role of district superintendency. Debi has been 
beside me at every church that I visited, prayed for me and with me. She is not only an asset 
to our district and my ministry, but the love of my life for the past 26 years as of July 17th. 
This year, I visited all 50 churches on the district and traveled over 24,000 miles. I 
endeavored to connect with every congregation and have the same goal in this new church 
year. Secondly, appreciation is expressed to the Advisory Board: Rev. Lamar Smith, Rev. 
Gary Tankersley, Rev. Ken Wyatt, Mr. Jerry Lyon, Mr. Jim Metcalf and Mr. Dale Strickland. 
Rev. Smith has served for the past eight years as district secretary and retired shortly after 
last assembly. Additionally, Rev. Smith previously served 11 years as district secretary of the 
North Alabama District. To know Lamar, you would definitely call him a pioneer for our 
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district. 
 

After Lamar decided to retire, with my nomination, the Advisory Board approved Pastor 
Dave Shirer as our new district secretary. There are certainly many qualified individuals on 
our district and the choice was difficult, but I believe we can all agree that there is no doubt 
that Pastor Shirer has the spirit of Christ and the motivation needed to get the job done.  

 
My thanks go out to the missional leaders in their mission areas:  

1. Pastor Carl Reed – Capital Area 
2. Pastor Gary Tankersley – Chattahoochee Valley Area 
3. Pastor Ron Pankey – Dothan Area 
4. Pastor Bonnye Campbell – Mobile Area 
5. Pastor Dave Shirer - North Central Area 
6. Pastor James Meadows – South Central Area 
7. Pastor Bill Holley – Tuscaloosa Area 
 

My vision for these leaders is to use them in a greater capacity in the coming years. As in any 
growing church or organization, additional leadership is imperative to expand the efforts of 
our district. In essence, we need the assistance of all in order to see the greater work 
accomplished. I cannot do this work alone; we must do it together as a team. 
 
This year I have developed a new committee to oversee new start churches, restarts, and to 
resource churches for a new generation of future Nazarenes. It has been named the Mission 
Development Committee. Dr. Ron Pankey is a capable pastor who has worked on the 
Arizona District doing the same type of work. Alongside of him are his committee members: 
Pastor Mitchell Powell, Pastor Gary Tankersley, and Pastor James Walker. Since I took 
office, I have been laying the groundwork for a new start church located in Calera at the 
campgrounds. I believe God will open this door to enable this to take place through your 
prayers and support. We are asking every mission region church to be part of supporting and 
assisting in the planting of new churches all across the district.  
 
Without our district leaders we could not have made it through this year of transition. Ken 
Wyatt led our Sunday School as a rookie SDMI chairman, Bob Evans led with excellence as 
our NYI president, and with mixed emotions we say farewell to Thelma Patrick as she retires 
from her NMI post after serving faithfully for the past 11 years. Finally, Dr. Bill Lancaster, 
Raymond Clark and his staff have taken the Rolling Hills RV and Conference Center to a 
new level of excellence. As we seek God’s will for the future our camp, we should be 
fortunate to have leaders who can assist us in developing a vision for its future. 
 

A Year of Challenge and Change 

 
This has been a challenging year for our churches with the hardship due to the economy; yet, 
our pastors and their people have risen to the challenge. Less than three weeks ago, we began 
raising $19,000 in deficit monies for the TNU and Pensions and Benefits budgets. I would 
like to announce to the assembly that we now owe nothing on these budgets, thanks to 
churches that paid above their 16% cap, others that paid their budgets in full and still others 
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who paid something toward their budgets. I would like to recognize the pastors who 
challenged their churches to raise the needed funds to meet our district obligations. I would 
like the pastors to stand who challenged their churches to give to help meet this goal.  
 
What we see here at this 26th assembly is that our budgets can be paid when we put our 
minds to it and determine to put forth our best effort. I remember, Dr. Roy Fuller challenging 
me, as a 24-year-old pastor, to pay my budgets. The church had not paid their budget for 
several years. After our conversation, I determined that from that point forward I would be a 
pastor who was part of the team. I humbly say that every church I pastored from that point on 
had their budgets paid in full. Pastors and boards, it takes your leadership to see our churches 
meet the financial needs of the district. I challenge each church to be 100% in giving this 
year. The fact is, when our churches begin to grow then the finances will flow.  
 
In regard to our finances, appreciation is expressed to Pastor Bill Holley, our district 
treasurer, who efficiently filled the position and to Jimmy Horton who lead our Finance 
Committee with indispensable knowledge overseeing our districts finances. 
 

Our Statistics 

 
Most of the statistical reports are in your packets, but review with me some statistical 
highlights for the past year in comparison to the previous year: 

 
Raised for all purposes:  $4,825,883 — a decrease of $36,637 

Membership:  4,620 — an increase of 6 
New Nazarenes:  158 — an increase of 7 from last year 

Morning Worship:  2,701 — a decrease of 113; last year was a decrease of 47 
Sunday School:  2,333 — an increase of 54 

 
Fund Allocation Payments 

World Evangelism:  $280,904 or 92.65% Last years total:  $270,717 — 94% 
District Unified:  $384,042, or 100%       Last years total: $363,771 — 100% 
TNU:  $141,488 or 100%   Last years total: $134,023 — 100% 
Pensions and Benefits:  $80,851 or 100% Last years total:  $76,581 — 100% 
 
Though modest, the increase in membership and new Nazarenes is a reason for 
encouragement.  On the other hand, the decrease in worship service should concern us 
all.  And, our record of Fund Payments can be commended. In spite of a discouraging 
economy, South Alabama Nazarenes has gone beyond what anyone could have ever been 
expected. There have been unique circumstances this year in some of our churches that 
affected their giving, but I have great expectations for these churches to pay 100% next year. 
Remember, when one church does not pay their allocations it affects all churches and district 
ministries.  
 

Awards 

 
It is my privilege to recognize the achievements of our pastors and their churches. I will be 
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announcing your name and ask that you come forward and stand at the front of the church. 
All awards can be picked up in the foyer on the awards table. 

 

Great Commission Awards: 

(To receive this award, churches must have New Nazarenes  
equal to or greater than 6% of last year’s morning worship attendance)  

 

1. Auburn Eagle Pointe 
2. Bayview 
3. Childersburg 
4. Cottondale 
5. East Brewton 
6. Excel E. J. Memorial 

7. Mobile Parkview 
8. Montgomery First 
9. Peterson 
10. Roanoke 
11. Robertsdale 
12. Saraland 

13. Selma West Village 
14. Shawmut First 
15. Spencer 
16. Tuscaloosa Woodhaven 
17. Wallace Chapel 

 

Honorable Mention for New Nazarenes 

Selma West Village – Pastor Brenda Tyus: 45 New Nazarenes 
Excel E.J. Memorial – Pastor Greg Wood: 17 New Nazarenes 

 

All District Allocations Paid in Full  

 

1. Atmore Faith 
2. Auburn Eagle Pointe 
3. Bayview 
4. Calvert 
5. Columbiana 
6. Cottondale 
7. Dadeville 
8. Demopolis 
9. Dothan First 
10. Dothan Northside 
11. East Brewton 
12. Excel E. J. Memorial 
13. Heritage 

14. Landmark 
15. Lanett 
16. Lighthouse 
17. Millbrook 
18. Millry 
19. Mobile First 
20. Mobile Riverside 
21. Monroeville 
22. Montgomery Capital 

City 
23. Montgomery First 
24. Ozark 
25. Ridgeville  

26. Rock Mills 
27. Shawmut First 
28. Spencer 
29. Sylacauga First 
30. Taylor’s Chapel 
31. Trinity 
32. Tuscaloosa First 
33. Tuscaloosa Holten 

Heights 
34. Tuscaloosa South 
35. Wallace Chapel 
36. Wetumpka 

 

Stewardship Honor Roll 

(To receive this award, all budgets must be paid in full plus 10% giving for missions) 
 

1. Auburn Eagle Pointe 
2. Calvert 
3. Columbiana 
4. Cottondale 
5. Demopolis 
6. Dothan First 
7. Dothan Northside 

8. East Brewton 
9. Heritage 
10. Lanett 
11. Millbrook 
12. Millry 
13. Montgomery First 
14. Ozark 

15. Spencer 
16. Sylacauga First 
17. Taylor’s Chapel 
18. Tuscaloosa  First 
19. Tuscaloosa Holten 

Heights 
20. Wallace Chapel
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Celebrating our 100
th
 Anniversary 

 
In 1909, the first district assembly of the Alabama District Pentecostal Church of the 
Nazarene convened in Jasper, AL with General Superintendent, Dr. H.F. Reynolds and 7 
churches from Alabama and Mississippi. Today, that district has been divided into 3 districts 
with at least 150 churches. The minutes of the second assembly included the report of the 
District Superintendent, C.H. Lancaster. I quote, “The outlook for the work of the Pentecostal 
Church of the Nazarene in the Alabama District is very promising and all the time new places 
are opening for the work. We only need men, who will, under God, push out and take the 
land.” That year, they had 400 professions of faith and sanctification with a double in 
membership and four new churches organized.  
 
This year, as we draw near to our 100th Anniversary as the Church of the Nazarene, we have 
taken the land and have seen new Nazarene churches being built. God is still helping us grow 
the Kingdom and the Church of the Nazarene in Alabama. Sadly, we discontinued the new 
start in Wetumpka, but we still believe God will continue to open other doors of opportunity. 
Thanks to Pastor Brett Medley for his faithfulness in Wetumpka as our new start pastor.  
 

A Chapter is Concluded 

 
When Katrina hit the Gulf coast and affected much of our district, the first on the scene were 
people like the Martins and Patricks. Special thanks to Rev. Charles & Glenda Martin for 
their hard work in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Rev. Martin faithfully worked on 
homes up until this past Christmas. Additionally, Pastor Martin was instrumental in restoring 
the parsonage at Grand Bay as well as lending help to Pastor Leon Patrick in renovating the 
parsonage at Calvert. For his faithful service, and as an alumnus of the Nazarene Bible 
College, Pastor Martin is this year’s recipient of the Nazarene Bible College Alumnus of the 
Year Award.  

 

A Milestone 

 
Praise the Lord! This year my dissertation was approved by my committee, it was bound into 
my first book, and I concluded my Doctorate of Education in Organizational Leadership as of 
this assembly. This has been a lifelong dream that has been fulfilled.  
 

Speaking from my Heart. 

 
As I travel the district, I am in awe of God’s work in the lives of His people. In the lives of 
pastors, I have seen a committed group of leaders who have sacrificed to fulfill the call on 
their lives. In the local church, I have seen the dedication of its people and the passion they 
have for God. I feel a little like Paul who traveled to the early churches with great joy for 
their accomplishments; yet, he shared concerns by speaking the truth in love. Let me speak in 
love to the churches and pastors on our district. 
 

To the Church of Ephesus Paul attested that they persevered, were hard workers and endured 
hardship. At the same time he said they lost their first love. Let it be a reminder to our district 
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that we can work hard at paying our budgets, giving to the poor, and persevering, but still 
leave our first love. John’s word to us is to go back from where we started and let the power 
of Pentecost burn within our souls once again. Our very history calls for us to return to our 
roots and remember that which brought us where we are today, 100 years later. God is not 
calling us wear our hair in buns again, get rid of our jewelry or wave handkerchiefs when 
blessed, but He is calling us to radical Holy living. I am troubled that we call ourselves 
Nazarene, but do not have a clue what it means to be a Nazarene in doctrine. God’s call to us 
is to return to our first love.  
 

To the church of Pergamum they were true to God but on the other hand they dabbled in the 
world of idols and immorality. May God help us to be true to Him and not let the world 
influence our churches and lives.  
 

The church of Sardis had a reputation of being alive on the outside, but spiritually dead on 
the inside. God called the church to repentance before they died spiritually. We might have 
impressive church buildings, yet be decaying on the inside. God help us to come awake in 
our spirit.  
 

The church of Thyatira was known for their love, faith, service, and perseverance. They were 
doing more than they ever had before but they were being misled in doctrine. May the 
Alabama South District stay true to its doctrine without swaying.  
 

Philadelphia kept God’s Word and did not deny Him under trails. They were the only church 
that was not condemned. May we be filled with love for each other in our churches as our 
doctrine proclaims in the work of entire sanctification. 
 

The church of Laodicea sat on the fence of spirituality and was neither hot nor cold. God said 
they were good for nothing and called them to repentance. God help us to decide who we are 
going to serve, repent and be known as churches that are alive. 
 

The church of Smyrna was praised for going through afflictions and poverty. They were told 
to be faithful unto death and they would receive the crown of life. May every pastor and 
church who faces problems, be faithful in spite of their circumstances. 
 
God’s word to us is to wake up and go back to our first love. We need to go back to the 
essentials of our faith. Let’s not forget where we have come from. Phineas Bresee did not 
have plans to build his own empire; he had plans to build the kingdom. He did not vie for 
position or authority. Will you be one who will help build the kingdom through your church 
on the Alabama South District? We do not have time for jealousy and jockeying for positions. 
We need to humbly serve because we want what is best for the kingdom. 
 
Stop for a moment and listen to the heartbeat of our churches. You will hear the difficulty 
they experienced this past year when they went without a pastor for many months. It seemed 
discouraging and disheartening. What you did not see was your superintendent spending 
restless nights in concern and prayer for your church. There were times, and still are, that 
Debi and I prayed about our concerns for your church. My desire has always been to get the 
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best pastor for every church and to give every pastor a great church. What I have found was 
that I cannot please everyone so I must rely on the leading and timing of God. I have found 
that pastor-leaders are often misunderstood. In spite of tremendous difficulties, pastors 
determine to be what God called them to be for that local church.  
 
My father was a bi-vocational pastor who took the correspondence courses offered in 
preparation for ordination. He did not long for a bigger or better church. All Dad and Mom 
wanted was to be effective in the church where God had called them. Dad was called by the 
district superintendent and explained that a church was going to be closed if he did not come 
to be their pastor. Dad felt impressed by the Lord to pastor that church in that small rural 
town. No more than about 100 people lived in that town. A miracle occurred. Within 14 
years, the church grew from 10 people to over 300. God does not ask for qualified people, He 
qualifies the called. In some of our churches we have pastors who receive a very minimal 
salary and a small group of people meet on a regular basis—it seems impossible. Yet, I am 
reminded that with God all things are possible.  
 
This past year was the Year of “One”. We determined that we could do something—at least 
one thing. At least one person saved or one person discipled. All across the district we went 
well beyond the one to many. This is what we heard from some of our pastors: 
 

Sylacauga reported, “An individual, who the church had prayed over 25 years, accepted 
Christ.” New Providence wrote, “Already this church is meeting their ‘Year of One’ goals 
with one new member received last week and one called to ministry.” Robertsdale 
announced, “Six were baptized and a 22-year-old accepted Christ.” Spencer stated, “We 
baptized four people with 92 present…we had to bring in extra chairs.” Heritage declared, 
“We baptized 12. Souls are being saved and new families are attending.” Numerous other 
reports flooded the district office this past year.  
 
Together, we are celebrating what God is doing. Can you hear the heartbeat of God in our 
churches like I do? 
 

My Vision for the District in 2008-2009 

 
Debi agreed to marry me with the stipulation that I would not become a pastor like my dad 
and two brothers. So we headed off to New York to start our life together, living in a mobile 
home that was debt free, a dog that her father said had to go with her, and a Chevrolet Vega 
that I had bought when I was fifteen. We did not know that we were poor and we were 
determined to serve God in any capacity. Although, I did not have the calling to be a pastor, 
God told me that I needed to start doing pastoral things. Debi was happy with me doing 
pastoral things as long as I was not a pastor. So as a young man with a love for people and a 
heart for the children and adults in that community, I assisted the senior pastor with their bus 
ministry. As a layperson, I canvassed the community every Saturday and went on soul-
winning visitation on Mondays. I started the bus ministry with 40 people and within a year 
we were running over 170. It was through this ministry that God called me to full-time 
pastoring and eventually to be your district leader. And yes, after 26 years, Debi has accepted 
that I am a pastor and counts it an honor to be your first lady. As that bus ministry started 
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with a vision, likewise, a vision which will move our churches to a new level of spiritual and 
numerical growth. John Maxwell writes that when Paul had a vision on the road to 
Damascus, it stopped him, it sent him, it strengthened him, it stretched him, and it satisfied 
him (Leadership Promises for your Week, 2007). If we are to accomplish anything for God, 
we must start with a vision—and only a vision will satisfy us.  
 
Let’s ask God to help us become more open to whatever it takes to lead our churches into the 
next 100 years of the Church of the Nazarene. Let’s endeavor to discover new ways of doing 
ministry in our churches, change a few habits, avoid the same old, same old and direct people 
to Jesus who can bring “new life”.  

 
My personal goals for the District in this coming year are as follows: 
 
1. Continue to de-emphasize competition and build unity and agenda harmony 

within the body of Christ.  
2. Encourage our churches to conduct an assessment and develop an action plan that 

is specific, measurable, accountable and reviewable on an annual basis.   
3. Create “coaches” to assist pastors and churches in the refocusing. 
4. Start new churches by organized churches becoming mother churches, zones 

sponsoring new starts and assisting in their efforts, and district-sponsored new 
starts. 

5. Be missional and demonstrate a passion for reaching unchurched, unsaved people. 
6. Start Satellite Ministries, Church Type Missions, and Compassionate Ministry. 
7. Support our denomination, district, missions and college through full payment of 

budgets, Work and Witness teams, and by recruiting students to TNU. 
8. Pray for each of these areas. 
9. Discover ways to enhance our campgrounds, investigate its potential, and pray for 

its future. We can no longer expect to have a camp if we do not support it 
financially, attend it, and stand behind our leadership in making the right 
decisions for its future. 

10. Provide training and equipping resources for leadership development with pastors 
and laity. 

11. Mentoring and assessment of ministerial candidates. Thanks to Dr. Peter Gantz 
for his great efforts as chairman of the District Board of Ministry. 

12. Create an environment of health for our pastors such as counseling, support 
groups, and retreats. 

13. Continue to emphasize the Year of One. 
We celebrated the Year of One last year and will continue with the theme this year.  

 
Why do we need to celebrate the Year of One? Throughout our Nazarene history we have 
seen what can happen when one person stands up for what they believe, like with Phineas 
Bresee. We can make a difference this coming year with the following goals: 

 

1 New CONVERT  
1 Person DISCIPLED  
1 Person who testifies to the experience of ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 
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A Vision for 1 New CHURCH  
At least, 1 Hour of PRAYER per week for your local church and district 
1 Major OUTREACH thrust for the year 
1 Person CALLED to MINISTRY 
1 Increase in ATTENDANCE in Sunday School and Worship 

 
 
On 31 May 1792, William Carey in Northhampton, England shared a sermon from Isaiah 
54:2-3: “Enlarge the place of your tent and let them stretch out the curtains of your 
dwellings. Do not spare, lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes! For you shall 
expand to the right and to the left and your descendants will inherit the nations, and make 
desolate cities inhabited.” 
 
The theme of his sermon and the theme of the Year of One can be summarized as: Expect 
great things from God! Attempt great things for God! 
 
When I played softball, I can remember coming around third base after a long hit to center 
field. Everyone was cheering me on to home base for an inside home run. I could hear their 
voices as they shouted…go…go…go! If it were not for the cheers, I would have stopped at 
third base and lost the joy of touching home base. 
 
Encouragement is what we all need. The book of Hebrews tells us to keep urging each other 
on. “Let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together…but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you 
see the Day approaching.” (10:24-25). 
 
As we come around third base together, as the Alabama South District Church of the 
Nazarene, let’s keep cheering each other on in the faith. “Keep going! You’re almost there! 
Home base is in sight.” Let’s expect great things from God and attempt great things for God 
this year! Let us intentionally and enthusiastically determine to “Make Christlike Disciples in 

the Nations”. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mark D. Berry 
Alabama South District 


